Cystic hygroma: characterization by computerized tomography.
Lymphangiomas are benign nonencapsulated lesions composed of sequestered noncommunicating lymphoid tissue lined by lymphatic endothelium and are thought to be caused by congenital obstruction of lymphatic drainage. They are subclassified by vessel size, such as the capillary, which is rare and located in subcutaneous tissue, cavernous (located about the mouth and tongue), and cystic (cystic hygromas). The cystic hygromas show a predilection for the neck (75%) and maxilla (20%), and the remaining 5% arise in rare locations such as the mediastinum, retroperitoneum, bone, kidney, colon, liver, spleen and scrotum. Only 3%-10% of neck lesions extend into the mediastinum. In this paper, we report a rare case of cystic hygroma with a huge dimension discussing the use of computed tomography scanning for diagnosis.